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April Zoom Meeting 

Join Zoom meeting with this link 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81319727422 
 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday social time and equipment check 

7 p.m. presentation 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81319727422
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What the Ukraine War Teaches Us  
About Our Fight to Save the Planet 
 

Please read this while listening to “Cruel War” sung by Peter, Paul and Mary.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KG2Obw5kI_c. 
 

It’s hard to believe the world is at war. While the fighting is not 
close by, our global communications networks push it in our face, as 
they should. We see the horrors, older people helped to walk miles 
to safety, children traumatized by the unfathomable bombing, the 
destruction of schools and hospitals and whole communities. No 
citizen in Ukraine is escaping. The desire for freedom is in a David and 
Goliath fight with the desire for power and control. Not a pretty sight. 
 
The Ukraine war is taking our minds off mankind’s war with Mother 
Earth, which has been raging since industrialization began extracting 

fossil fuels to power machinery. Humans are fighting the earth for its 
resources and sacrificing clean water, land, air and diverse flora and 
fauna. Like the Ukrainians, environmentalists are waging a good fight 
but are vastly out-resourced. 
 
Mother Nature is stepping in. With humans’ heads buried in the sand 
of everyday existence, blocking our view of a planet scorned, we fail 
to heed the warnings shouted by glaciers calving, forest fires roaring 
over large dry landscapes, the silence of river beds without water, 
the misery from COVID-19, the splash of sea level rise and 
hurricanes, and the trudging of migrants escaping annihilation.  
 
We know how the war between humans and Mother Earth ends. 
There is a book about it, The Sixth Extinction.* This month, 270 

climate researchers from 67 countries who examined 34,000 studies 
forecast that climate change is already impacting every corner of the 
world and that much more severe impacts are in store if we fail to 
halve greenhouse gas emissions this decade and immediately scale up 
adaptation. The report concludes that the next few years offer a 
narrow window to realize a sustainable, livable future for all. 
Delayed action risks triggering results so catastrophic that our world 
will become unrecognizable.** 

From the President Dick Schoech 

continued on page 6 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KG2Obw5kI_c


 

    

 

Bits & Pieces 

 

 

   

 

visit us on the web 

www.acctexas.org 

 

Join us and act locally. 
Use the application form 

on the back page. 

 

New downtown fire station. 

 

Green features, but no LEED 

certification. 

 

Why not? 

A little backyard nature 
drama plays out as a green 
anole gulps a grasshopper. 
It’s not just the return of 
warmth we see in this 
familiar scene, it’s the 
health of our yards and so 
many other places. We 
shouldn’t take these small 
things for granted. Their 
presence signals the absence  
of poisons. Photo by Dick 
Schoech.   

Lunch 

Trees, Please 

Time at last. The fragrance of Mexican 
plum blossoms fills the air.  

The Terse Treehugger  

Bad news everywhere, but 
here’s something that sounds 
good: Arlington Forester Kyle 
Vyers says that as part of  
Arbor Day, the city recently 
gave away 200 trees of six 
species at Randol Mill Park to 

serve Arlington residents and 
aid in replacing trees lost in 
our last freeze.     

http://www.arlingtonconservationcouncil.org/


 

Question Corner John Darling 

The Post Oak will not knowingly accept sponsors who are deceptive, misleading, or expressly incompatible with its mission. The Post Oak does 
not endorse, advocate, or guarantee any offer, viewpoint or representation made by its sponsors.  

 

Q: I saw your nasty little pickup the other day and thought, “What 
kind of  environmentalist would drive that thing?” Then I noticed the 
Ducks Unlimited logo on your apparently “green” license plate. Those 
DU guys might be involved in wetland projects but only so they can 
have more ducks to hunt. Their national website is full of nothing but 
conservation, so maybe I was wrong. But the Fort Worth chapter site 

is only dinners with gun raffles, stuff at Texas Motor Speedway,  
dozens of pictures of shotguns, rifles, and pistols, more pictures of 
guns, and not one word about habitat restoration or conservation. 
The Texas license plate site says that for each $30 plate fee collected, $22 goes to a special TPWD fund for 
the plate, and then 100% of these dollars is passed on to the nonprofit organization. So are you a fraud? 
 

A: You got me. Next!  

Wild Birds Unlimited 
1660 W. Randol Mill Rd. 

Arlington, TX 76012 
(817) 275-1000 

www.wbu.com/arlingtontx 
Hours 10 - 6 Mon – Fri, 

9 - 6 Sat, 12 – 5 Sun 

passed-on to the non-profit organization. Eight of these non-profits support conservation-related initiatives.  

http://www.wbu.com/arlingtontx


 

From the President continued from page 3 

 

Environmentalists work to save the things they value and hope everything will be better for both the planet 
and its people. We know disaster predictions can be wrong, so we anticipate that both sides in the Ukraine 
war and our war with Mother Earth will end with both sides uniting for global peace and sustainability. 
 
I see ways we can learn about humans’ war with Mother Earth from the war in Ukraine. Add your own 
examples to the list. 

• Having the moral high ground in war is powerful. Freedom trumps greed and power grabbing. 

• People on the front lines defending their homes have a big advantage over those who are paid to fight by 
those benefiting from the fight. 

• Articulate, charismatic, media-savvy leaders are powerful during war. 

• Expect denial, fake news and greenwashing. Pictures and eyewitness video are needed to educate the 
public about what is actually happening because visuals are less likely to be manipulated. 

• Environmentalists must make those opposing climate change suffer by boycotting their products. 

• Immoral, destructive strategies can produce a common enemy that has the ability to unite even the U.S. 
political divide. Can climate change similarly unite us? 

• Those benefitting from war find it easy to turn a blind eye to destruction and death. The incentives for 
war need to be exposed by brave reporters and citizens. 

• Debates and negotiations are important to reach win-win solutions. While Mother Earth has declared its 
tipping point, humans have not said how they will fund and implement mitigating strategies. 

Humans must be willing to sacrifice. The world cannot continue our fossil fuel war by paying $1.2 billion a 
day for Russian oil and natural gas.*** 
This message could have been more tolerable and uplifting if it avoided the Ukraine war, but avoidance is 
not as beneficial as facing our reality and struggling to see what we can learn from it. 
 

The Cruel War is raging, Johnny has to fight 
I want to be with him from morning to night. 
I want to be with him, it grieves my heart so, 
Won't you let me go with you? 
No, my love, no. 
Tomorrow is Sunday, Monday is the day 
That your captain will call you, and you must obey. 
Your captain will call you, it grieves my heart so, 
Won't you let me go with you? 
No, my love, no. 
I'll tie back my hair, men's clothing I'll put on, 
I'll pass as your comrade, as we march along. 
I'll pass as your comrade, no one will ever know. 

Won't you let me go with you? 
No, my love, no. 
Oh Johnny, oh Johnny, I fear you are unkind continued on page 7 



 

Our April Speaker  

 

I love you far better than all of mankind. 
I love you far better than words can e’er express 
Won't you let me go with you? 
Yes, my love, yes. 
Yes, My Love, Yes. 

Source: Musixmatch Songwriters: Peter Yarrow, Noel Paul Stookey 
 
* The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History is a 2014 nonfiction book written by Elizabeth Kolbert and 
published by Henry Holt & Company. The book argues that Earth is experiencing a man-made sixth 
extinction. Wikipedia 
** Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Working Group Report: AR6 Climate Change 

2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability Feb. 27, 2022.  
*** https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/16/opinion/ukraine-climate-change-russia.html 

From the President continued from page 6 

Arlington Animal Services Field Operations Manager Ray Rentschler has been in the animal control field for 
over 20 years, with numerous titles: animal control officer, bite investigator, dangerous dog investigator, 
cruelty investigator. He has completed his Basic, Advanced and Administrative Animal Control training and 
instructs animal law enforcement classes across the state. Ray is a certified humane investigator through the 
University of Missouri-Columbia, certified in Chemical Capture through Safe Capture, and has specialized 
training in basic criminal investigation and intermediate crime scene investigation. He has had special train-
ing in Wildlife Rehabilitation Basics, Urban Wildlife Training from Parks and Wildlife, as well as attended an 

alligator handling class. 
 
Ray’s talk will cover the types of urban wildlife in Arlington and strategies for living with our wild neigh-
bors. He’ll look at coyotes, bobcats, skunks, alligators, feral hogs, snakes, and more. We also will take a 
look Arlington's new Wildlife Sustainability Program and how the city responds to different wildlife issues. 

https://www.musixmatch.com/lyrics/Peter-Paul-and-Mary-3/Cruel-War-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sixth_Extinction:_An_Unnatural_History
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/16/opinion/ukraine-climate-change-russia.html


 

My Nature Notebook 

 

Photo by Dick Schoech 



 

Native Plant Sale 

 Visit the Plant Sale Gallery closer to April 30 to see the plants for sale.  
 

Follow the link now to see samples of what we usually feature: 
http://gallery.txnativeplants.org  

AFTER 

http://gallery.txnativeplants.org/


 

City Nature Challenge Sam Kieschnick 

 

GULLS IN A FOG 
 
In the marsh 
By the traffic-loud highway 
Gulls stand in hundreds. 
 
They seem frozen, 
Locked in position, 
But cocked to spring. 
 
All face west, 
Waiting  
For something, 
 
Some sign  
To break the trance 
And spiral them into the sky. 
 
Then a single gull 
Breaks, flies,  
And the rest follow, 
 
A mad scramble 
Into the murky air, 
A flare, then gone. 
 
Thus are mobs led 
By one decisive deed, 
Right or wrong. 
 
   ©2003 John I. Blair 

City Nature Challenge 2022 is April 29 - May 2! All 

iNaturalist observations made within Dallas/Fort Worth 

(the ten counties that make up the DFW metroplex: 

Collin, Dallas, Denton, Ellis, Johnson, Kaufman, 

Parker, Rockwall, Tarrant, and Wise) during this time 

automatically are added to the City Nature Challenge 

project: 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-

challenge-2022-dallas-fort-worth 

 

You don't have to join any project or do any extra 

steps. Identification of observations will happen from 

May 3 - 8. It will be another global collaboration rather 

than a competition, but here in Texas, Houston is 

talking some extreme trash already... Can DFW let this 

stand?!? I think not! :) As a matter of fact, Texas alone 

has quite a few participating metros: https://

tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/

texas_nature_trackers/naturechallenge/  

 

If you want to learn a bit more about the city nature 

challenge in general: https://citynaturechallenge.org/ 

 

If you're able to host any events — trainings, bioblitzes 

(virtually or in person), or nature walks, let me 

know. We can start collecting these events in a journal 

post on the project.   

 

So, mark the calendar, tell your friends and the 

organizations you work with/for, and hopefully you can 

find some time to spend out in nature. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please let me know! 

 

Sam Kieschnick 

Urban Wildlife Biologist, DFW 

Texas Parks and Wildlife 

972-293-3841 (o) 

214-215-5605 (c) 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2022-dallas-fort-worth
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2022-dallas-fort-worth
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/naturechallenge/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/naturechallenge/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/texas_nature_trackers/naturechallenge/
https://citynaturechallenge.org/


 

 

ACC has established an endowment with UTA 
to aid future environmentalists* 

 

The first $10,000 will be matched 3 to 1. Donate $100, 

and like magic you have given $300. 

 

 

What goes in this spot? 
You, thinking of the future, 

Helping it happen. 

 
 
Learn more and donate here 
 

*ACC has created, with UTA, a funding source for  
student grants and scholarships in support of  

environmental integrity and climate resilience.  

http://www.acctexas.org/uta-endowment/


 

Ah, Spring  

Thanks to everyone who submitted spring-themed photos. It can be easy to think grand thoughts about the 

earth’s rebirth, but it’s even easier to start grounded in the reality of the plants, animals, and places we 

treasure. Wherever we go from there, we’re off to the best possible beginning.      

Clockwise from upper left: Mexican 
plum, Annabelle Corboy; red buckeye, 
Ann Knudsen; Randol Mill Park  
redbuds, Carol Marcotte; bluebird  
nestlings and eggs, Jamie Brunner; 
mosses, Ann Knudsen  



 

Ah, Spring continued from page 12 

 Clockwise from upper left: Caddo oak, 
Sheri Capehart Nature Preserve, Jan 
Miller; mushroom, Marian Hiler; green 
anole, Ann Knudsen; bobcat, Wayne 
Halliburton; giant swallowtail,  
Josephine Keeney; prairie celestial 
(salute to Julia Burgen), Jan Miller  



 

Ah, Spring continued from page 13 

Clockwise from upper left: American 
lady on basketflower, Jan Miller; back-
yard, Josephine Keeney; Penstemon 
laxiflorus, Jan Miller; milkweed, Ann 
Knudsen; eastern tiger swallowtail, Jim 
Domke; winecup, Marian Hiler 



 

The Pond Triangle Garden in Randol Mill Park is full of action! Our 

first bluebonnet sighting was there on March 18. 

 

The bluebird monitoring group has relocated two boxes and installed 

two new ones. That makes a total of 10 bluebird nesting boxes in the 

park. Fingers crossed for lots of fledglings this season. 

 

The least likely nesting box location — near the RMP pavilion, 

the parking lot, and nearby houses — already has an unwelcome  

visitor. It's a house sparrow.  

 

Perhaps you’ve been wondering why the fountain in the pond is not 

working. According to Martin Sanchez, Parks District Supervisor 

(North), the fountain’s pump sucked up too much sand because the  

water level is so low. It should be repaired next week. The wildlife will 

be so happy! 

 

The pond triangle garden is getting a spring cleaning by RMP  

volunteers. They worked hard in the pollinator garden, pond triangle 

garden and THEN planted smooth asters near the creek! Thank you to 

all the volunteers. Your work and dedication are appreciated very 

much. 

Jamie Brunner and Dick Schoech 
install bluebird box #10 in the pond 
triangle garden. Photo by Carol 
Marcotte. 

First bluebonnet spotted in pond  
triangle garden on March 18. 

A house sparrow visits the bluebird box 
near the pavilion.   

From left, Denise Pederson, Kay Dansby, Jane Oosterhuis, Dana Austin, Dick 
Schoech, Josephine Keeney and Ramona Gratton. Photo by Carol Marcotte.  



 

Why It Matters and What 
We Can Do About It 

 
Every space in Britain must be used  

to help wildlife. 
Sir David Attenborough 

 

The following paragraphs are 
excerpted from Prof. Dave 
Goulson’s writings on the ever-
accelerating disappearance of 
insects on which all life depends.  
I hope the digest format will help 
readers comprehend the 
magnitude and urgency of the 
problem, keep the ensuing 
depression to manageable levels, 
and foster a grassroots movement 
to convert every accessible piece 
of land into an insect-friendly 
environment. Here’s what 

Goulson has to say: 
 
The Evidence 
Whilst declines of wild 
vertebrates are well documented 
and significant, it seems that 
another even more dramatic 
change may have been quietly 
taking place, one that may have 
more profound implications for 
human wellbeing. The large 
majority of known species are 
invertebrates, dominated on land 

by the insects. In addition to the 
one million named types of 
insect, there are estimated to be 
at least another four million 
species that we have yet to 
discover. Evidence has emerged 
that these creatures are fast 

disappearing, and it is likely that 
many will be lost before we have 
recognized they ever existed. 
 
[A meta-analysis of 73 studies] 
mainly from Europe and North 
America [Sanchez-Bayo 2019] 
suggests that the rate of local 
extinction of insect species is 
eight times faster than that of 
vertebrates. The author also 
estimated that, on average, 
insects are declining by 2.5% 

each year, with 41% of insect 
species threatened with 
extinction. The paper concludes: 
“we are witnessing the largest 
extinction event on Earth since 
the late Permian” (a geological 
epoch 250 million years ago).  

The most high-profile example is 
the eastern North American 
population of the monarch 
butterfly (Danaus plexippus), 
famed for its long migration to 
and from overwintering sites in 
Mexico, populations of which fell 
by 80% in the ten years to 2016 
[Semmens et al. 2016]. 
 
Declines of bees have received 
much media attention due to 
their importance as pollinators, 

but unfortunately there are no 
long-term data sets on the 
abundance of wild bee species 
comparable to those available for 
butterflies. In North America, 
five bumblebee species have 

continued on page 17 



 

undergone massive declines in 
range and abundance in the last 
25 years, with one, Franklin’s 
bumblebee, going globally 
extinct [Cameron et al. 2011]. 
 
Although the bulk of insect 

species — the flies, beetles, 
grasshoppers, wasps, caddis flies, 
froghoppers and so on — are not 
systematically monitored at all, 
we often have good data on 
population trends for birds that 
depend on insects for food, and 
these are mostly in decline. 
Populations of aerial 
insectivorous birds have fallen by 
more than any other bird group 
in North America, by about 40% 
between 1966 and 2013 [Michel 
et al. 2015; Stanton et al. 2018]. 

 
The Causes 
Over the last century or more, 
natural and semi-natural habitats 
have been cleared at an 
accelerating rate to make way for 
farming, roads, housing estates, 
factories, lorry parks, golf 
courses, etc.  Insect populations 
persisting on small, highly 
fragmented and isolated islands of 
habitat are liable to go extinct 
over time [from inbreeding, bad 

weather years, or natural causes].  
If the sites they are on are isolated 
from one another then there is 
little chance of them being 
recolonized. This may happen 
decades after the islands were 
first created, [though] the process 

will be accelerated if islands 
become polluted with 
agrochemicals or other pollutants 
from the surrounding land uses, 
or are in other ways degraded. 
 
Farming itself has radically 
changed in the last 80 years.  
Historically, less intensive 

farming practices resulted in a 
patchwork of habitats that were 
favourable to bees and other 
insects, [but] traditional family 
farms have given way to large 
agribusinesses, typified by large 
fields, often managed by external 

contractors, and maintained as 
near-perfect monocultures by 
high inputs of pesticides and 
fertilizers [Goulson et al. 2018]. 
The result is a landscape that 
produces more food, more 
cheaply than it used to, but is 
largely inhospitable to wildlife 
and provides employment for 

very few people. 
 

We [continue] cutting down our 
forests, just as they did on Easter 
Island [and later in large swaths of 
Europe and the British Isles.]  

continued on page 18 



 

 
[We need more places] where 

nature can thrive. Conservation is 

not just about rhinos and snow 

leopards; it is just as much about 

bees and beetles, flowers and 

flies, bats and bugs. We must 

encourage everyone to cherish 

what we have and [to recognize] 

what we stand to lose if we do 

not change our ways. We need to 

up our game. The sooner we stop 

ravaging the Earth, the less awful 

our future will be. 
 

Source: 

Goulson D:  A Buzz in the Meadow 

– The Natural History of a French 

Farm.  Picador, 2014. 

 

decades, regardless of any action 
we take now, and countless 
species are already extinct or are 
doomed to extinction. But that is 
no argument not to act now.   
 
Biodiversity matters, in all shapes 
and forms. We rely on complex 
webs of interactions between 
species for food, clean water, and 
clean air: bees pollinate flowers, 
flies recycle dung, bacteria in 
root nodules fix nitrogen from 
the air, plants release oxygen for 
us to breathe, store the carbon 
that we release and provide us 
with fuel, food, clothing, and 
drugs. We cannot say which 
species are vital and which are 
not; we are only just beginning to 

Huge areas of agricultural land 
around the globe have become 
infertile: plowing breaks up the 
soil, making it easy for water to 
wash it away into the sea or for 
wind to blow it away. Removing 
trees and using herbicides to kill 

weeds removes the roots that 
bind the soil together. Forest 
clearance and irrigation have led 
to increasing salt levels in soils all 
over the world; roughly 40% of 
all agricultural land is now 
degraded in one way or another. 
 

A Call to Action 
The damage we have already 
done to the planet is 
considerable. The Earth’s climate 
will continue to warm for 

Mexican plum at Sheri Capehart Nature Preserve. Photo by Jim Frisinger. 



 

continued on page 20 

 

Drip is in: Installed and in style. Ann 
Knudsen strikes a celebratory pose in a 
newly drip-irrigated flower bed. 

Patsy Miller plants coneflowers,  
pigeonberry, rock rose, and white  
yarrow between drip irrigation hoses. 

Remember when you wouldn’t 
be caught dead with “a drip”? 
Some people still feel that way. 
So let’s duke it out with 
sprinklers vs. drip irrigation.  
 
Sprinkler systems provide great 

convenience for watering a large 
open area quickly, but they’re not 
designed for deep watering. It 
takes a long time for sprinkled 
water to sink into the soil. 
Shallow watering encourages 
shallow roots, vulnerable to 
drought and flood, soil 
compaction, and erosion. 
  
Once installed, sprinklers are easy 
to operate with timers. 
Installation is expensive, though, 
and can be difficult for a novice. 

Water falls in greater volume 

close to the sprinkler head and 
less at the edges. Larger plants 
may block water to plants behind 
them. Worst of all, sprinkler 
systems are wasteful. On hot or 
windy days as much as 80% of the 
water can be lost to evaporation.   

 
By contrast, drip irrigation puts 
water directly in the soil, 
avoiding loss to evaporation and 
overspray on streets and walks. 
The slow delivery guarantees that 
water goes deep, stimulating 
strong, healthy root systems. 
Fungal diseases that can attack 
plants with wet leaves are all but 
eliminated. Drip irrigation for 
borders of trees or flower beds 
will provide a consistent, gradual 
water supply without eroding the 

soil or beating down delicate 

foliage and petals of flowering 
plants. No tall or dense foliage 
can block it. 
 
Hoses, connectors and 
equipment to flush the system 
periodically are all readily 

available and inexpensive. Self-
installation is easy. Repairs are 
simple. Timers make watering 
uncomplicated and convenient. 
Over time the homeowner will 
notice a reduced water bill and 
more robust foliage. What are 
you waiting for? Read more pros 
and cons here. 
 
A few wildscape volunteers have 
installed their own drip systems 
with great success. Ann Knudsen 
did one in her sister’s yard. Joe 

Martinez put one in at his home, 
and Marylee Thomason is in the 
planning stages. Dana Austin has 
offered to come help put the 
pieces together. Who knows who 
else might offer to participate, 
just to learn how to do it. 
 
Once the decision was made to 
install a drip test area in the 
wildscape, the Parks Department 
moved fast. Now both sides of 
the sidewalk from the crossroads 

to the north gate are plumbed for 
drip. It’s the perfect solution for 
watering the array of flowers that 
has been planted among the 
bordering trees and shrubs. An 
extra advantage for the wildscape 

https://www.gardeningchannel.com/sprinkler-systems-vs-drip-irrigation/


 

Some stones had to be lifted. 
Some needed rearranging. Those 
stones are heavy. Cement isn’t 
exactly light, either. 
  
First Saturday arrived with good 
weather. Rick’s community 
service kids worked with Joe 
Martinez and new volunteer 
Steve to complete repairing the 
back trails. 
 

Bluestem grasses were the 
subject of Debbie Stilson’s first-

Legacy Park. The decision was 
made to try it in the wildscape. 
 
The object was to level the treads 
and add decomposed granite 
mixed with a little cement to 
hold gravel, thus preventing 
erosion. Self-designated laborers 
Carol Marcotte and Joe Martinez 
set to work moving some of the 
large donated stones to refurbish 
the steps. They added 1 part dry 
cement to 15 parts crushed 
granite and spread it below the 
steps. Sounds easy, but it wasn’t. 

Ann Knudsen helps Carol Marcotte and Joe Martinez move 
stones to the wheelbarrow to carry to the trail work site. 

 is the well-run greenhouse where 
many of the plants are grown. 
Josephine Keeney manages an all-
volunteer crew including Charley 
Amos, Joe Martinez, Larry 
Norris, Joe Poppelreiter, Kay 
Sekio, Hester Schwarzer and 

Glenn Troutman. 
 
The wildscape is on the move in 
the back trails, too. There has 
never been a reliable answer to 
the ruts caused by erosion. But 
Heather Dowell  gave Ann a 
solution that is working in River 

New volunteer Steve and Joe Martinez water cement-
infiltrated crushed granite to set the cement on the treads. 

continued on page 21 



 

 be a balmy 50 degrees. She even 
offered the invigorating 
enticement of weeding and 
trimming.   
 
Then came the excuses. It’s too 
cold. I have a cold. Not available at 

that time. No heat in the house. It’s 
warmer by my fireplace. Then like 
the first poppy of spring, Dana 
Austin texted “I’ll be there at 10,” 

and the ball was rolling. Patsy 
Miller was next. “Heat’s on, I’ll 
be there.” Joe Martinez ditched 
the fireplace for duty, and Ann 
had a crew. 
 
That’s what we do at the 

wildscape. At one time or 
another we brave the elements to 
maintain the beautiful native 
garden — “our duty to Molly.” 

ever Saturday talk. Her plethora 
of information stimulated lively 
discussion. Hester Schwarzer sat 
like a proud mother, pleased that 
she had convinced her protégé to 
take the presenter plunge. 
 

March 9 was Inuit Day at the 
wildscape. Ann Knudsen, 
weather report in hand, put out a 
call for 10 a.m., when it would 

First-time presenter Debbie Stilson gave her Saturday  
educational program on bluestem grasses.  

 

Volunteers weathered the elements on March 9. From left, 
Ann Knudsen, Patsy Miller, Dana Austin, Joe Martinez  

Eastern tiger swallowtail. Photo by Josephine Keeney 



 

Annotated from “Why There’s 
No Such Thing as Pristine 
Nature,” by Julia Rosen.  
KnowableMagazine.org, 
12/1/2021. 

A growing body of research 
shows that people have been 

shaping the planet for millennia 
— muddying the very idea of 
wilderness and prompting calls 
for a revolution in ecology and 
conservation. As a recent study 
details, people have inhabited 
roughly three-quarters of Earth’s 
land area for at least 12,000 years 
and left their mark wherever they 
went. Even most landscapes 
considered “natural” have long 
histories of human use, and truly 
pristine ecosystems have been 
rare for millennia. This revelation 

challenges the idea of human 
influence as overwhelmingly 
harmful, as it often appears under 
the pall of a changing climate and 
collapsing biodiversity, and forces 
us to confront a much more 
complex reality. 

Homo sapiens evolved about 

300,000 years ago from a line of 

hominins that had already learned 

to make tools and control fire, 

and they took these skills on the 

road as they spread around the 

world. In many places, people 

burned the landscape to improve 

hunting grounds or to boost 

populations of favored plants, 

shifting the balance between 

forests and grasslands in the 

process. Humans also became 

formidable hunters. Even the 

biggest animals on Earth found 

themselves unprepared to fend 

off this new upright predator. 

Between about 50,000 and 7,000 

years ago, most of the world’s 

megafauna went extinct, and 

most scientists now agree that 

people played at least some part 

in many of those extinctions. And 

that implicates us in the massive 

environmental shifts that 

followed.  

Large herbivores, like elephants 
and their extinct counterparts, 
knock down trees and munch on 
seedlings, creating open habitat. 
They graze on grass, reducing the 
fuel available for wildfires. And 
they eat fruits and nuts, 
dispersing seeds far and wide 
when they poop. Large meat-
eaters also affect ecosystems by 
preying on herbivores and 
keeping them on the move. The 
disappearance of these beasts 

upended ancient landscapes, 
expanding forests and, in some 
places, increasing the frequency 
of fires. It likely affected the 
water cycle, the carbon cycle, 
and even the color of the planet 
as dark trees replaced lighter 
vegetation. The extinctions also 
took out countless parasites, 
scavengers, and dung beetles that 
made a living off megafauna. 

And that was just the beginning. 
Humans decimated many other 
species and drove evolutionary 

shifts in those that survived. Over 
the course of millennia, 
harvesting pressure shrank the 
size of saltwater snails, desert 
tortoises, and Himalayan lotus 
flowers. Modern examples of 
human-induced evolution include 
tuskless elephants that don’t 
attract ivory poachers and short-
winged swallows that can better 
avoid cars. Other species, like the 
Brazil nut, benefited from human 
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interventions and migrations. 
People introduced the common 
cuscus — a marsupial native to 
New Guinea — to various Pacific 
islands more than 20,000 years 

ago and, more recently, helped 
spread the now-ubiquitous 
coconut palm across the Indian 
and Pacific oceans. With the rise 
of agriculture, people cleared 
forests to make way for farms and 
created entirely new varieties of 
crops and weeds, livestock and 
pests. 

As societies proliferated and 
diversified, people created 
ecosystems unlike any that came 
before. They sprang up in 

patchwork landscapes of small 
settlements and cultivated fields 
set among grasslands and forests. 
Such “mosaics” offer a range of 
habitats and so tend to support 
many kinds of plants and animals. 
(Today, industrialized agriculture 

and forestry usually do the 
opposite, creating large, uniform 
landscapes.) 

These strange, new ecosystems 
became much of what we now 

call nature, including some of the 
world’s biological crown jewels.  
According to the PNAS study, 
three quarters of the places 
recognized as Key Biodiversity 
Areas by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature have 
been used by humans for at least 
10,000 years, and many are still 
home to Indigenous and other 
local peoples today. That suggests 
these landscapes exist at least in 
part because of  human actions, not 

simply in spite of them. It also 
means the ongoing loss of 
biodiversity can’t be explained 
primarily by the destruction of 
“untouched” wildlands (though, 
for myriad reasons, those remain 
important to preserve), but 

rather as a consequence of new 
intense and destructive ways of 
using the planet. 

 
— a proposed new geologic 
epoch defined by human 
influence — which many 

scientists believe started in the 
mid-1900s, when human impacts 
overwhelmed natural processes.  
Others say the Anthropocene 
should encompass the end of the 
megafauna and the rise of 
agriculture. Still others take issue 
with the whole idea of enshrining 
an era of human dominance, and 
of lumping all humans together as 
a single disruptive force. 

These debates crash up against the 
stubborn myth of pristine nature 
that has dominated Western 

thought for centuries — the idea 
of wilderness as a refuge from 
human society, not the product of 
it. In the United States, that 
philosophy was codified into law 
with the Wilderness Act of 1964, 
which sought to preserve “an area 

of life are untrammeled by man, 
where man himself is a visitor 
who does not remain.” 

Over the past few centuries, the 
agricultural and industrial 

revolutions — and an economic 
order premised on growth — 
have transformed Earth’s surface, 
altered the planet’s climate, and 
pushed us to the brink of another 

continued on page 24 



 

mass extinction. Governments 
and environmental groups often 
try to tackle these problems by 
protecting nature from people, 
but this impulse to conserve 
wilderness has been used to 
justify evicting or marginalizing 

indigenous and traditional people 
who have managed landscapes 
sustainably for thousands of years, 
often harming the very 
ecosystems such efforts aim to 
protect. Studies show that, in 
many places, indigenous lands 
host equal or higher levels of 
biodiversity than wilderness 
protection. A recent UN report 
found that indigenous-held lands 
also experience less deforestation 
and store more carbon than 
surrounding areas.   

Just as we need to put indigenous 
people back in natural landscapes, 
we might also consider putting 
nature back into landscapes 

altered by people. One example 
of this approach is “rewilding,” a 
movement to restore native 
animals and then let ecological 
forces take over, ideally without 

much intervention. The idea fits 
into a new model of restoration 
that doesn’t seek to recreate past 
versions of nature; especially in a 
changing climate, that is generally 

not going to be possible. We 
should instead focus on providing 
conditions that promote 
biodiversity. “If you go out in 
your garden and stop manicuring 

it, then you have wildness,” says a 
Danish biologist.  And that can be 
valuable, he says, even if it’s not 
pristine. 

We cannot turn back the clock 

and live the way humans did 

thousands of years ago. There are 

too many of us who need food, 

housing and livelihoods, which 

will require people to use parts of 

the world in intensive ways. But 

perhaps we can still fumble 

forward, taking ownership of our 

role as a species that changes the 

planet, and caring for the 

wildness that persists in the 

world. That’s what humans — at 

our best — have been doing for a 

very long time.    



 

Two tree trips in one afternoon: The Watchdog Never Sleeps. (It just gets the call mostly after the fact and has 
gotten really good at hand-wringing.) Tree Case #1: Somebody planted a tree at Berry Elementary 50 years 
ago, and there’s a lot of sentiment attached to it. Now the school has been razed to build a new one. Can we 
see if the tree is okay? Sure. It’s probably that pecan, and it’s just fine except for massive construction activity. 
Tree Case #2: Some evil developer bought a house on Sanford and apparently plans to insert multifamily stuff 
into an old single-family area. Caller says lots of trees have been tagged for cutting. (We counted 63 post 
oaks.) Do something! But if the villains are already buying cases of tree tagging tape, it’s probably too late. 

Planning & Zoning never met a tree that didn’t look better as a steaming pile of wood chips. What will happen 
here? We can take pictures, wring our hands, and make an ugly guess. Better ideas welcome, of course. Mean-
while, let’s hear it for Arlington, Tree City USA for over 20 years. 

Left, the Berry Elementary pecan, we think. Nobody still around is quite sure. 
Everything else is the property with tagged trees on Sanford Street. 

https://www.arlingtontx.gov/news/my_arlington_t_x/news_stories/tree_city_u_s_a_2019


 

Blackland Prairie Site Guy Random 

 We’re slow this spring. So much 
more green one year ago, you could 
wonder if something’s gone wrong. 
But wait, we’ve been cold and very 
dry. And even frozen, late. Maybe 
there are no average years.    



 

Sheri Capehart Nature Preserve Annabelle Corboy and Jim Frisinger 

Friends of SCNP Monthly Meeting   
Free and open to the public 
Tuesday, Apr. 19, 7 – 8 pm 

 
 

SEEING and REMEMBERING your visit to SCNP:  
  

The camera app on your smartphone 
 

Jim Domke 
 

West Arlington Police Service Center Community Room 
2060 W Green Oaks Blvd, Arlington,  TX 76013 

 

Parking is available in front of the building via Ron McAndrew Drive. 
 

.  

continued on page 28 

In the April program Jim Domke will share his tips for taking 
better nature photos with a smartphone. He will touch on 
depth of field, exposure as well as lighting and composition. 
You can use what you learn to help you have more fun at the 
City Nature Challenge, Apr. 29-May 2. 
 
And as an additional pre-City Nature Challenge bonus, we will 

share some tips and tricks to get more out of iNat on your 
smartphone. 
 
Jim Domke is a journalist based in Arlington, focused on urban 
nature, native landscaping and preservation.  
E-books include: "Duck Rules Growing Up" and "Game Day - 
Arlington Texas: Make the most of your visit to North Texas." 
Jim is an active supporter of environmental groups, currently 
serving as Vice President of the North Central Chapter of the 
Native Plant Society of Texas, and a contributor to Green 
Source DFW. One of his recent articles captured the renaming 
ceremony for the Sheri Capehart Nature Preserve.  
 
And one more note: Jim created a namesake line of camera 

bags, which he designed when he was a field photographer in 
Philadelphia. 

Jim Frisinger, left, with April speaker Jim Domke 

For more information about  
Sheri Capehart Nature Preserve  
and to sign up for email updates, see 
www.scnp.org or e-mail info@swnp.org 

http://www.swnp.org/
mailto:info@swnp.org


 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Recap of March program presented by Michael Smith Annabelle Corboy 
 
Don’t Fear the Creeper – That was the title Michael gave to his 
program about how to help with fear of animals and nature. We 
humans come fully equipped to respond to nature with wonder, 
gratitude, amazement — and sometimes with fear and revulsion. Our 
brain and body can warn us of danger, but if that alarm system 

overreacts, we may come to fear things that are not really dangerous. 
That is especially true for spiders and snakes, but we can become afraid 
of lots of things in nature. 
Michael talked about how those fears can get started and how we can 
decrease fears of things in nature. What can we do to become less 
afraid? Michael drew on his career as a Psychological Associate to give 
some answers. The rationale for what’s called “exposure therapy” is 
that gently, gradually confronting what we fear in a safe context 
lessens the fear. Michael suggested multiple ways to deal with these 
fears, many captured in a list of helpful strategies for dealing with fear 
and anxiety.  

Sheri Capehart Nature Preserve continued from page 27 

SCNP Planting Progress Jim Frisinger 
Our Sunday crew transplanted six 
coralberries from the forest nearby 
to begin plantings around giant 
aged oaks earlier this month that 
were cleared of understory trees 
in the North Prairie Restoration 
site. Karen Shumack and Taylor 

Thorns did the honors.  
 
Seed planting of grasses and wild-
flowers is anticipated to begin at 
the preserve within a couple 
weeks. Photo by Jim Frisinger 

continued on page 29 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sheri Capehart Nature Preserve continued from page 28 

SCNP iNaturalist Observations and Species for March 2022  
So many signs of spring are showing up at SCNP as represented by these observations on iNaturalist made in 
the first couple of weeks of March. 

American Field Pansy (Viola bicolor) – sambiology, Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) – charley, 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (Papilio glaucus) – charley 

Green Anole (Anolis carolinensis) – drawntoscales, Goatweed Leafwing (Anaea andria) - sam_moore_, 
Standing Cypress (Ipomopsis rubra) - charley 



 

Memberships are good for one year, renewable each January. Your dues go directly to our public education efforts. 
 

Membership Information 
 

Name ________________________________________  First-year member  $10 

Address _____________________________________  Individual  $15    

  ________________________________________  Family  $25    

Phone ________________________________________  Supporting  $40 

Email ________________________________________  Sponsor  $100 

                    Lifetime Individual  $250 

                    Other  $_______________ 

How did you hear about us?  _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to Arlington Conservation Council. Mail to ACC, Box 216, Arlington, TX 76004-0216. Or pay via 

PayPal or credit card here: paypal.me/ACCtexas. Contributions and dues are tax-deductible. ACC is a nonprofit, tax-
deductible 501(c)(3) organization. If you cannot pay, let any board member know. The newsletter is available via email and 
the ACC website. 

New 
Member 
 
Renewing 
member 

Arlington Conservation Council 
P.O. Box 216 

Arlington, TX 76004-0216 

 

President Dick Schoech 
Vice President Wayne Halliburton 
Treasurer Marian Hiler 

Secretary Jamie Brunner 
Webmaster Frank Keeney 
Editor John Darling 

Board Members  Grace Darling, 
John Dycus, Nicholas Kocurek (student 
member) 

April Zoom Meeting 
Wednesday, Apr. 6, 7:00 pm   

 

Urban Wildlife: 
How we can all just get along 

 

Ray Rentschler 
Arlington Animal Services 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=JN2N25FEK2ZWL

